August 30, 2000

The President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing you to request your support for additional economic assistance for Lebanon upon confirmation by the United Nations that Security Council Resolution 425 has been fully implemented and the Government of Lebanon has reestablished "effective authority" in the area adjacent to the border with Israel.

In the wake of the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, assistance is badly needed to rebuild the southern part of the country, repair infrastructure damaged as the result of recent fighting and provide security along the Lebanese-Israeli border.  A significant aid package could be fully financed by using a portion of the savings from the 1998 agreement between the US, Israel, and Egypt that reduces aid for those countries by $100 million annually until 2008.

As you know, Lebanon has been doubly burdened since 1975 by both civil war and foreign military involvement. It has been both torn apart by outbreaks of violence between different segments of Lebanese society and served as the battleground for numerous foreign armies or their proxies.  While the civil war ended and much of Lebanon has been peaceful since 1990, armed conflicts persisted in the south until this past May.  This spring alone, more than $85 million in damage was inflicted on Lebanese infrastructure.

Prime Minister Barak’s decision to withdraw Israeli forces from south Lebanon was a wise and courageous move which will prove to be of great benefit to both Israel and Lebanon.  There is a fear on both sides of the border that clashes between militia groups and Israel may resume.  Therefore, it is of critical importance that the Lebanese authorities have the ability to govern south Lebanon and prevent further bloodletting along the Israeli-Lebanese border.   

It is our understanding that your Administration has already promised to assist Israel as its forces redeploy along the Lebanese border in accordance with United Nations Resolution 425.  We agree that Israel must have a secure border to protect its citizens.  However, for a lasting peace to take root along the Israeli-Lebanese border, both sides of the border must be secure.  Keeping the border safe and secure in both Lebanon and Israel is beneficial to both countries and works to foster greater stability. 

Mr. President, a stable Lebanon is necessary in order to have a peaceful Middle East.  American assistance would be a wise investment because it furthers our goal of establishing a comprehensive, lasting peace throughout the region and demonstrates considerable American goodwill at a time when Lebanon most needs help.  

Sincerely yours,






John D. Dingell

