Text of Letter to President Bush

January 22, 2001

Dear Mr. President:

As you prepare your Administration’s agenda for 2001, we want to call to your attention a piece of conservation legislation that exemplifies the principles you articulated regarding investment in state-based conservation initiatives including full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

The Conservation and Reinvestment Act, known as CARA, has proven to be the most substantial environmental legislation to come before Congress in decades. As passed by the House of Representatives, CARA would provide permanent funding for some of our most important (and often neglected) conservation and recreation programs, including coastal impact assistance, coastal restoration, full funding of the LWCF and increasing the federal investment in state wildlife programs. A summary of H.R. 701 from the 106th Congress is attached for your review.

The passage of CARA was made possible only by a uniquely broad bipartisan coalition both inside and outside of the Congress. While the bill had opposition from both liberal and conservative activists, it overwhelmingly passed the House by a vote of 315-102. This super-majority coalition included a majority of both Republicans and Democrats, and was backed by the vigorous support of more than 6,000 conservation and recreation organizations, all 50 states and the nation’s counties and mayors.

Because Senate action was not completed, several components of CARA were only 

partially addressed on a temporary basis as part of the FY 2001 appropriations process. These one-year provisions have only heightened the overall desire to enact a comprehensive bill.

Mr. President, we firmly believe that your Administration, the Congress and the American people would be well served to have a common-sense environmental bill as a key component of your first agenda. With your active support, we both believe CARA can be enacted early in the 107th Congress. We stand ready to work with you, and would be pleased to meet with whomever you designate to discuss any substantive or procedural issues you may have.

We appreciate your consideration of our offer, and look forward to working with you to move our nation’s conservation legacy forward.

Sincerely,

/s/ 


/s/
Don Young, M.C. 

John Dingell, M.C.
