September 14, 2000

The Honorable Carol M. Browner
Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street SW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Browner:

This past weekend Southeast Michigan experienced heavy rainfall, with an estimated 5-7 inches of rain falling in a short period of time. Many local sewage systems were unable to handle this heavy rainfall. As a result, many communities were flooded. While I have yet to hear reports of high bacteria levels and other signs of water pollution consistent with discharges of raw sewage into rivers and streams, I write you because I am greatly concerned that such discharges occurred. As you are well aware, discharges of raw sewage into the Clinton, Rouge and Detroit Rivers have occurred regularly in numerous communities in Southeast Michigan this year, particularly during periods of heavy rainfall. Such discharges are in violation of the Clean Water Act and threaten the health of our waterways and the citizens who live along their shores.

I have written to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to inquire about any new reports of illegal raw sewage discharges as a result of the recent rains in Michigan and for a summary of any actions DEQ has taken in response to these reports. I would appreciate you informing me of any actions the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has taken pertaining to last weekend’s wet weather, and whether any assistance was requested from DEQ.

I would note that I have written you previously on this important matter, most recently on August 23, 2000. While it has now been three weeks since I wrote, I have yet to hear a response from the EPA or DEQ. On a matter of such significance to the quality of Michigan waterways and public health, I am hopeful that all measures are currently being taken to promptly respond to my inquiry and address the problems posed by illegal raw sewage releases in Monroe, Wayne and Macomb Counties.

I want to reemphasize my belief that it is of utmost importance that all municipalities dumping raw sewage into waterways are identified, all reports of illegal activity are fully investigated and all environmental enforcement mechanisms are utilized to guarantee that all illegal sewage releases are ceased. Clearly, actions must be taken to force DEQ to see to it that Michigan communities comply with the Clean Water Act. I think we can agree that illegal sewage discharges and dangerously high bacteria counts cannot continue to occur regularly after intense periods of rainfall.

I look forward to hearing your answers in regard to this letter and the letter of August 23, 2000.

With every good wish,
Sincerely yours,

John D. Dingell
Member of Congress
