June 12, 2000

The Honorable William S. Cohen

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E880

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Cohen:

On behalf of the veterans of the Trieste United States Troops (TRUST), I would like to express my strong support for the issuance of a service medal in recognition of the distinguished service performed on behalf of our nation during the early days of the Cold War. I am hopeful that you, as a public servant with a long record of service on behalf of the men and women who serve our nation in uniform, will join me in recognizing the service performed by TRUST, and consider granting veterans of the Italian-Yugoslavian engagement a service medal.

In 1947, President Truman formed TRUST to carry out a dangerous mission to prevent Yugoslavia’s communist forces under Tito from seizing the city of Trieste and the Italian province of Venezia Giulia. An initial unit of 5,000 of the top soldiers from the 88th "Blue Devils" Infantry Division -- the core of which was the 351st Infantry Regiment -- engaged Tito’s force in the first live-fire encounters of the Cold War. TRUST maintained posts along the Italian-Yugoslavian border until 1954.

Despite the courage and valor displayed by the more than 120,000 Army personnel who served in Trieste, a service medal has never been issued in recognition of their service. I support the efforts of the 88th Infantry Division veterans, who have pushed for a medal for several years. I am disappointed to hear that their request was formally declined by the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve Affairs on June 8, 1999.

In the first "hot" encounter of the Cold War, TRUST soldiers performed their duty and succeeded in halting the Communist insurgence. Clearly, TRUST veterans deserve our nation’s gratitude for their service and sacrifice. I believe it only appropriate that these veterans be properly recognized for their role in instilling freedoms from which we continue to benefit.

I thank you in advance for your consideration on this matter.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

