March 9, 2000

The Honorable Floyd Spence
Chairman
House Armed Services Committee
2120 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Spence:

We write you to request your support for inclusion in the FY2001 Defense Authorization Bill of a $7 million plus-up for the U.S. Army’s National Automotive Center (NAC) (PE No. 0603005A). This funding is required to commence a vital new Department of Defense R&D initiative that represents a collaboration between the NAC, the Michigan-based educational organization Focus:HOPE, the Cleveland Advanced Manufacturing Partnership, and the South Carolina Research Authority. The proposed Networked STEP-Enabled Production program (N-STEP) is a 5-year initiative, commencing in FY01 and continuing through FY05 at a funding level of $7M per year.

N-STEP will integrate the use of product data in Standard for the Exchange of Product Model Data (STEP) format into the mainstream of the U.S. Army Tank-automotive and Armaments Command’s (TACOM) life cycle support activities. By employing data in STEP-compliant format, this program will demonstrate the costs associated with maintaining the Army’s existing combat and combat support vehicles can be measurably reduced through the more timely and accurate delivery of replacement components. Additionally, significant cost savings can be achieved in the development of the Army’s new vehicles as a result of the superiority of STEP as a design collaboration and data exchange format.

The NAC, through N-STEP, intends to introduce STEP-enabled parts acquisition to several existing TACOM-sponsored programs, such as the M1, M113, FMTV, and CMS/Hercules. Additionally, evolving programs, such as the 21st Century Truck and the Medium Brigade family of vehicles, stand to benefit from the N-STEP initiative. Because of its potential benefits, this program enjoys the strong support of TACOM.

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this important request.

With every good wish,

Sincerely,

John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

