March 30, 2000

Who sold the ‘Made in USA’ Label to China?

Dear Democratic Colleague:

I am writing to urge you to join more than 180 House and Senate colleagues as a cosponsor of H.R. 1621 / S. 922, "The 'Made in USA' Label Defense Act." Right now, products are being sold throughout America as "Made in USA" when they actually are imports made by abused contract laborers from the People’s Republic of China using all Chinese materials. The ‘Made in USA’ Label Defense Act will do away with this dishonesty and stop the "Saipan Scam."

There is no way these foreign-made products should say "Made in USA". Clearly, American consumers have a right to expect that products displaying this label are honestly made with "all or virtually all" American inputs and materials. This fraudulent deception, perpetrated in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI or Saipan), dupes American consumers every day. It kills American jobs and it undermines the hard work and dedication of American workers who proudly make products here in the United States.

The "Made in USA" label exists to help American workers, not harm them. It should not be rented or sold to China or to any other country or foreign workforce.

The American people are angry about this scam and they have every right to be. More than 300 American businesses, consumer groups, senior organizations and labor unions have formed the Take Pride in America Coalition specifically to push for passage of H.R. 1621. The national AFL-CIO has also unanimously adopted a Resolution in strong support of this legislation (see reverse).

It's time to stand up and stop China's blatant and costly abuse of our "Made in USA" label. Please support this important, common sense legislation by cosponsoring H.R. 1621, "The "Made in USA" Label Defense Act" today.

With every good wish,

Sincerely,

John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

