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According to the latest report from the U.S. Census Bureau, 47 million Americans now lack health insurance.  This is a symptom of growing frustration with the rising cost of health care coverage.  High health care costs are placing an increasing strain on family, business, and government budgets.  We need to make sure that every American has the opportunity to obtain quality, affordable health coverage.


The problems with our health care system are complex, and there is no "silver bullet" solution.  I believe one essential component of any health care reform must be to correct inequities in federal tax laws.  If you receive health coverage from your employer, your benefits are not taxed.  However, if you purchase health coverage on your own, there is no corresponding tax deduction.  

While the employer-based health system works well for many people, it also creates some problems.  If you lose your job, you often lose your health coverage along with it.  And more and more employers are not offering health benefits at all.  I have joined Congressman Ron Kind of Wisconsin in introducing H.R. 3660, bipartisan legislation to allow self-employed individuals (sole proprietors) to claim the same tax deduction as employees who receive health benefits from their employers.  

Eventually, I believe this opportunity should be provided to everyone, so Americans are no longer dependent on their employers for basic health care.  Though there are many steps that need to be taken to address the rising costs of health insurance, this legislation is one reform that can help fix some of the problems plaguing our system, without destroying the innovation and patient-centered care that has saved millions of lives.

