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Herger Lauds Passage of Bill to

Improve Medical Record Keeping
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) - Congressman Wally Herger today voted for H.R. 4157, the "Health Information Technology Promotion Act of 2005," which the House passed by a bipartisan vote of 270 to 148.  Herger was an original cosponsor of the bill, which would promote the use of electronic technologies to help reduce medical errors and enhance healthcare quality and record keeping.   Herger made the following statement after House passage: 

"Greater use of information technology (IT) has the potential to dramatically improve the safety and quality of health care for all Americans," Herger stated.  "It's important that we take advantage of 21st century technology to help ensure medical information can be transmitted securely and virtually instantaneously.  In emergency situations, obtaining patients' medical history more quickly can help doctors save their lives. 

"Along with the proliferation of personal Health Savings Accounts, adoption of electronic medical records is an important step toward providing accurate pricing information for consumer-based health care decisions," continued Herger.  "It is estimated that transition to electronic records could result in a savings of over $100 billion in health care costs each year. The endless stacks of paperwork in hospitals, doctor's offices, and pharmacies would ultimately be replaced by electronic technology, helping to improve efficiency while also raising standards of quality for patient care."        
 

The Institute of Medicine estimates that 1.5 million Americans become ill or are injured or killed each year because of medical errors.  The Health Information Technology Promotion Act will help address this serious problem by paving the way for e-prescribing systems and other advanced health information technology.  Among other things, the bill does the following:

1. Updates outdated diagnostic coding systems for the 21st century

2. Promotes cooperation between states and the federal government to increase the security of medical records

3. Provides for a national framework for the use of interoperable health information technology
4. Remove regulatory barriers to investment in Health IT
For more information, please visit http://www.house.gov/herger on the Internet!


