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Herger, 9 Other California Lawmakers  
Urge President to Expedite  

Emergency Levee Repairs in Central Valley 
 
(WASHINGTON, DC) - Congressman Wally Herger led a bipartisan group of California 
lawmakers in urging President Bush to assist California with expediting emergency levee 
repairs in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley.  A total of ten members of the 
California congressional delegation signed the letter.   Representative George Radanovich, 
who chairs the House Resources Subcommittee on Water and Power, will present the letter 
to Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff today in Sacramento on behalf of the 
delegation.  Secretary Chertoff is meeting today with Chairman Radanovich and Governor 
Schwarzenegger at the state's Office of Emergency Services headquarters in Sacramento to 
discuss the emergency levee situation and the state's request for federal assistance.  
 

"Normally the repair work on the 24 'critically eroded' levees identified by the Corps of 
Engineers and the Governor would take approximately four years to complete," Herger stated.  
"This timeline is unacceptable considering the very serious emergency situation at hand.  The 
long work schedule is linked to the lengthy bureaucratic red tape tied to levee repair work."   

 
Herger continued, "The magnitude of the devastation that could occur if one of the weak 

levees were to fail justifies beginning the needed repair work immediately and following up with 
environmental mitigation only after we are assured that the public is no longer in danger of 
catastrophic flooding. 
 

"I commend Governor Schwarzenegger for recognizing the seriousness of this issue and 
taking steps to address it.  I urge the Administration to examine all possible ways the federal 
government can expedite and streamline existing regulations to allow urgent flood safety repair 
work to occur as quickly as possible." 

 

For more information, log on to http://www.house.gov/herger on the Internet! 
 

A copy of the letter is below: 
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